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Today’s Plan… 
 
Map/Description of Appalachian Ridge System 
Ridge & Wave WX Forecasting 
Ridge Flying Intro (DW) 
Wave Flying Basics (WM) 
Fairfield Long Task Routes/Methods 
Long Duration/Distance Flight Considerations 
Cold Weather Flight Considerations 
23 April 2014 Flight 
Questions/Discussion… 
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Appalachian 
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South Half 
  

 
 
   



 

 
 
 
   

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/viewer?mid=zvgBN5F6QW2Y.kKm1AE_RXNe0 



 

 
 
 
   

Erik Mann “Papa 3”                                Google Appalachian Soaring Group 



WX Forecasting for Long Ridge/Wave Flights 
 
 
1 week out 
 
2 – 4 days out 
 
1 – 24 hours out 
 
 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 1 Week Out 
3 – 7 Day Sfc Prog Charts – NOAA Weather Prediction Center 
 
http://www.hpc. 
ncep.noaa.gov/ 
medr/medr.shtml 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 1 Week Out 
General Forecast –  
Weather  
Underground 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 2 – 4 Days Out 
Aviation Weather Center/ADDS 
http://www.aviationweather.gov/adds/ 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 2 – 4 Days Out 
Aviation Weather Center/ADDS 
Graphical Winds,  
SFC to FLs, 
up to 3.5 days out 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 2 – 4 Days Out 
Dr Jack’s BLIPMAPs -- NAM 
 
Thermal Updraft Velocity 
 
Wind Speed in Boundary 
Layer 
 
Wind Direction in  
Boundary Layer 
 
Cumulus Potential 
 
Cumulus Cloudbase 
 
Total Cloud Cover 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 2 – 4 Days Out 
GFS Soundings –  
http://www-frd.fsl.noaa.gov/mab/soundings/java  
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 1 – 24 Hours Out 
Bak40 Sounding (1 – 21 hours out) 
http://www-
frd.fsl.noaa.gov/mab/soundings/java/plot_soundings.cgi?airport=thv&start=latest&n_hrs=24
&data_source=MAPS 

 
Sites: 
 
 HGR 
 AOO 
 CBE 
 UNV 
 SHD 
 ABE 
 HSP 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 1 – 24 Hours Out 
ADDS Satellite Imagery  
(Visible and IR) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting  -- 1 – 24 Hours Out 
1 hours out, turn off computer and look at the sky… 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

LBL 



WX Forecasting – Skew T Sounding Plot 
21 Nov 14, an average good wave/ridge day…  
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting – Skew T Sounding Plot 
21 Nov 14, Key Items…  
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting – Skew T Sounding Plot 
21 Nov 14, Sat View…  
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



WX Forecasting – Skew T Sounding Plot 
21 Nov 14,  Dan Sazhin, 730km from Blairstown 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



 
25 Dec 2014 
Very nice wave/ridge day… 

 
 
   



 
  

 
 
   

1 Jan 2015 Sounding 
A nice SW wave day… 



 
  

 
 
   



 
  

 
 
   

Top view of great wave day… 



 
  

 
 
   

Everything in one sketch… 


